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PERMANENT DIRECTOR CHOSEN AT UNIVERSITY state + cs + ht +
FOR MONTANA CRIMINAL LAV. RESEARCH CENTER
MISSOULA--
James T. Ranney of Philadelphia, P a . , has been named director of the Montana Criminal 
Law Research Center (MONTCLIRC), located at the University of Montana School of Law in 
Missoula, UM Law Dean Robert E. Sullivan has announced.
Ranney, who has a bachelor of arts degree in political science from the University of 
Wisconsin, received his law degree from Harvard Law School in 1969. He held a judicial 
clerkship with the Hon. Thomas E. Fairchild of the Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit 
from 1969-70.
Ranney previously worked as an assistant district attorney in Philadelphia. He was 
deputy chief of the appeal division in the office of the district attorney, serving as a 
consultant to trial lawyers throughout the state on questions of criminal law. Ranney has 
also studied automated (computer) legal research, and is the author of a book, "Pennsylvania 
Criminal Practice and Procedure," which will be published by the West Publishing Co. this 
month. He is a member of the bar associations of Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, the Seventh and 
Third Circuits, and the United States Supreme Court.
Before arriving in Missoula, Ranney visited the Creighton University Legal Information 
Center in O m a h a , N e b ., which has served as a national model for legal research assistance 
programs in the United States.
In announcing the appointment of Ranney, Dean Sullivan said, "We have attracted to 
Montana as Director of MONTCLIRC an outstanding practitioner and a legal scholar in the area 
of criminal law and procedure. He comes from a state with laws similar to those in Montana, 
and he is enthusiastic about working with individuals in the criminal enforcement process."
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MONTCLIRC began operations Nov. 1. Funded by a grant from the Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration through the Montana Board of Crime Control, the Center provides 
free legal research information to judges, county attorneys, defense counsels and law 
enforcement officials throughout Montana.
During its four months of operation, MONTCLIRC has received 90 requests for assistance, 
68 of which have been processed.
Donald MacDonald, a Missoula lawyer, has served as acting MONTCLIRC director during 
this period. Ronald Frazee, a third-year law student from B i l lings, and Joe Hegel, a third- 
year law student from Forsyth, are MONTCLIRC student directors. MONTCLIRC research assistants 
are Nick Spika, Dent o n ; Rick Parish, Livingston; Cal Stacey, Bil l i n g s ; Tom Sheehy, Big S a n d y ; 
Art Graham, Tow n s e n d ; Phil Carter, Lambert, and Tim Filz, Hamilton. Louise Wherley is the 
legal secretary for the Research Center.
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